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Overview
• Technology and French
educa8on
• French Teacher Educa8on
Program in Bri8sh
Columbia
• Project: Building Digital
Ci-zenship and Cri-cal
Digital Literacies in
French Program Teacher
Candidates through Open
Educa-on Repositories
• Preliminary Findings
• Discussion
• Moving Forward
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Technology in the Revised
Curriculum
B.C. Digital Literacy Framework
• Research and Informa/on Literacy
• Cri/cal Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making
• Crea/vity and Innova/on
• Digital Ci/zenship
• Communica/on and Collabora/on
• Technology Opera/ons and Concepts

Government of Bri8sh Columbia:
hOps://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/educa8on-training/k-12/teach/teaching-tools/digital-literacy
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Online Resources and
Open Educa5on
• Open Educa8onal Resources (OER)
• Crea8ve Commons
• Open Educa8onal Resource Commons

• Teach BC
• Scarfe Digital Sandbox
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Cultural Element
• Accessibility to other cultures
• Accessibility to authen8c cultural materials
• Encourages authen8c communica8on
• Included as a Core Competency in the B.C. curriculum:
Posi-ve Personal and Cultural Iden-ty
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French Teacher Educa5on
Program
B r i 8 s h

C o l u m b i a

C o n t e x t

• High demand for French educa8on
• Lack of French instructors
• Rising enrollment in French teacher educa8on programs
• The B.C. Ministry of Educa8on oﬀers funding opportuni8es to those
enrolled in a French teacher educa8on program
• Lack of research on B.C. French teacher candidates perspec8ves and
understandings of technology and open educa8on
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Building Digital Ci5zenship and
Cri5cal Digital Literacies in French
Program Teacher Candidates
through Open Educa5on
Repositories
Western Canadian university
• Funded through a small university grant
• Geared to provide support to French teacher candidates enrolled in the
Bachelor of Educa8on Program
• Overarching research ques/on: How do French teacher candidates (FTCs)
feel about their ability to implement and eﬀec-vely teach the new Bri-sh
Columbia curriculum through meaningful language learning experiences
that use online resources and integrate technology?
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Research Sub-ques5ons
• 1. What are FTCs’ understandings of Open Educa8on
Resources and the BC digital literacy framework?
• 2. What is the role of FTCs self-eﬃcacy in their outlook
towards technology in the language classroom and how
does this aﬀect its integra8on?
• 3. What resources are being used and are needed to help
FTCs eﬀec8vely integrate technology in the classroom?
• 4. How are FTCs ﬁnding, adap8ng and sharing resources for
the language classroom?
• 5. How does the use of online resources enhance the
French language classroom and teaching of the culture?

Today we will focus on:
• 1. What are FTCs’ understandings of Open Educa8on
Resources and the BC digital literacy framework?
• 3. What resources are being used and are needed to help
FTCs eﬀec8vely integrate technology in the classroom?
• 4. How are FTCs ﬁnding, adap8ng and sharing resources for
the language classroom?
• 5. How does the use of online resources enhance the
French language classroom and teaching of the culture?

• 6. Is the technological support given eﬀec8ve and how?
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Data Collec5on
Methods
• Online pre-ques/onnaire
• Focus Groups
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Which program are you enrolled in?

O n l i n e P re - Q u e s 5 o n n a i re :
B a c k g ro u n d I n fo r m a 5 o n
Fall 2018
• 45 par8cipants (over 50% of those enrolled in
the French teacher educa8on program)
• Program of enrollment:
• Elementary: 49%
• Secondary : 51%
• French is :
• My ﬁrst language : 27%
• An addi8onal language: 73%
• Have spent extended periods of 8me in
a francophone region: 68%
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I am familiar with the BC digital literacy framework.

B.C. Digital Literacy
Framework
• Majority of par8cipants (over 65%)
disagreed with this statement.
• Consequently, over 67% of
par8cipants also indicated a lack of
conﬁdence in implemen8ng the BC
digital literacy framework with the
new BC curriculum
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I am familiar with Open Educa8on Resources (OER)

Open Educa5on
Resources
• Results demonstrate :
• Strongly disagree: 17%
• Disagree: 41%
• Somewhat disagree: 21%
• Somewhat agree: 10%
• Strongly agree: 0%
• However, 88% claim that OER are useful.
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Open Educa5onal
Resources
• 96% of par8cipants indicated that they
are not familiar with how to share their
work on Open Educa8on Repositories
• Results also indicate that par8cipants
are not familiar with :
• Canadian copyright and
infringement laws.
• Crea8ng a copyright
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Online Resources
for Teaching
Purposes
• 100% of par8cipants use the
internet to ﬁnd resources for
prepara8on and teaching
purposes (organiza8on, lesson
planning, ac8vi8es, etc).
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On an average week, I use/interact with the
following French online resources for teaching
purposes: (select all that apply)

Using /Interac5ng
with French Online
Resources
Par8cipants use:
1.

Online word references tools

2.

TV and/or streaming channels

3.

Radio

4.

Online teaching resources

5.

Language applica8ons

6.

Other

• Par8cipants indicated that they intend to use
online resources to help students prac8ce and
improve their French skills .
• 96% believe online resources will enhance the
language learning experience.
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100% of par5cipants indicated that they intend to use
technology in the language learning classroom
• “Engaging and personalized to the learner”
• “Encourage their learning or prior knowledge”
• “Makes the learning more student-centered and
based in reality”
• “Cultures of the francophone world”
• “More natural exposure to the language”

• « Diﬀérents moyens d’apprendre le français (et hors
de la classe) »
• « Cela peut donner aux élèves la chance de travailler
sur leur compétences digitales et leurs responsabilité
numérique »
• « Accessible à tous »
• « Diﬀérents accents et diﬀérentes expressions «
• « Contenu authen8que »
• « Apprendre en jouant »

Direct quotes from par8cipants
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Project since
Implementa5on
(Sept 2018 – Now)
• Makerspace
• Worked alongside French BEd
instructors to integrate technology
in courses
• Conducted workshops
• Oﬀered one-on-one support for
French teacher candidates
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Data Collec5on
Methods
• Online pre-ques8onnaire
• Focus Groups
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Focus Groups
January 2019
• Allows teacher candidates to voice their perspec8ves and have an
open discussion with us and their peers
• Teacher candidates had the opportunity to address any concerns or
areas in they felt they need addi8onal support
• A focus group was conducted with the French elementary cohort
• 6 par8cipants
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B.C. Digital Literacy
Framework
• Par8cipants have heard of the framework but s8ll
need further support in understanding it
• Par8cipants acknowledge the importance of digital
ci8zenship and privacy and felt that this framework
would be useful to learn and integrate into their
pedagogical prac8ces
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Open Educa5onal
Resources
• Con8nued diﬃcul8es in deciphering and deﬁning
Open Educa8on and Open Educa8onal Resources
(Teach BC)
• Lack of conﬁdence in sharing, sta8ng that they would
like to feel more “established” in their careers before
sharing
• Concerns regarding copyright and were unsure how to
properly cite sources
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Finding & Using Resources
• Diﬃcul8es ﬁnding resources in French:
“Where are they, ﬁnding them in French, ﬁnding them at
a level that is accessible to French language learners and
not francophone students as well is also very
hard” (Teacher candidate)
• Typically ﬁnd resources by conduc8ng a Google Search
(English/French)
• Use Facebook, Pinterest, Teachers pay teachers and blogs
• Transla8on
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Resona5ng
recommenda5on:
Course on Technology
• “It would be so so useful to just have a whole
course on something like this” (Teacher
candidate)
• Concerns about “pressure” to integrate
technology however not being provided with
enough “hands on” 8me to prac8ce and apply it
• “In the BC curriculum, it’s like, Know, Do and
Understand… well, we should be prac8cing the
same thing, and we only Know about this
technology stuﬀ. We have not Done it, the Do
we don’t really Understand it… yeah, it’s
tough!” (Teacher candidate)
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Discussion
Ques8onnaire

Focus Group

• Recognize technology as important in the language

• Diﬃcul8es with integra8ng technology in the classroom

classroom and would like to integrate it into the classroom
• Unfamiliar with the B.C. digital literacy framework and OER
• Unfamiliar with sharing their work online

• Need further support in understanding how to apply the
B.C. digital literacy framework in their lessons
• Unsure how to properly cite sources
• Lack of resources in French
• Lack of conﬁdence in sharing their own works
• Recommend oﬀering a course on technology in the
language classroom

24

Moving Forward
• Create more opportuni8es and resources
dedicated to the B.C. Digital Literacy Framework
and Open Educa8onal Resources
• Model the integra8on of the B.C. Digital Literacy
Framework when developing sample lesson
plans and ac8vi8es to share for French teacher
candidates on Scarfe Digital Sandbox:
hOp://scarfedigitalsandbox.teach.educ.ubc.ca
• Conduct a focus group with the Secondary
Cohort to hear their voices
• Send out post-ques8onnaire to both
Elementary and Secondary groups
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QUESTIONS?
THANK YOU
MERCI
Liza Navarro

@_lizanavarro

Liza.navarro@ubc.ca

